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Title 3—The President

Sec. 6. Publication. The Secretary of Labor is authorized and directed to
publish this memorandum in the Federal Register.

BARACK OBAMA

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, January 30, 2009.

Memorandum of February 4, 2009

State Children’s Health Insurance Program

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health and Human Services

The State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) encourages States
to provide health coverage for uninsured children in families whose in-
comes are too high to qualify for Medicaid but too low to afford private
insurance. Since 1997, when SCHIP was enacted, States have had the au-
thority to set their SCHIP income eligibility levels, subject to available
funding. In recent years, as the cost of private insurance has increased,
States have raised eligibility levels to offer health care coverage to more
families, with families paying a share of the cost based on their income.

On August 17, 2007, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
issued a letter to State health officials limiting the flexibility of States to
set income eligibility standards for their SCHIP programs. On May 7, 2008,
CMS issued a subsequent letter restating the policy set forth in the August
17, 2007, letter.

The August 17, 2007, letter imposes additional requirements that States
must meet in order to cover children under SCHIP plans, including plans
that CMS had previously approved. These requirements have limited cov-
erage under several State plans that otherwise would have covered addi-
tional, uninsured children. As a result, tens of thousands of children have
been denied health care coverage. Unless the August 17, 2007, letter is
withdrawn, many more children will be denied coverage.

By this memorandum, I request that you immediately withdraw the August
17, 2007, and May 7, 2008, letters to State health officials and implement
SCHIP without the requirements imposed by those letters.

This memorandum does not create any right or benefit, substantive or pro-
cedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or
agents, or any other person.
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You are hereby authorized and directed to publish this memorandum in
the Federal Register.

BARACK OBAMA

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, February 4, 2009.

Notice of February 4, 2009

Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the
Situation in or in Relation to Cote d’Ivoire

On February 7, 2006, by Executive Order 13396, the President declared a
national emergency and ordered related measures blocking the property of
certain persons contributing to the conflict in Céte d’Ivoire, pursuant to the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706). The
President took this action to deal with the unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security and foreign policy of the United States constituted
by the situation in or in relation to Cote d’Ivoire, which has been addressed
by the United Nations Security Council in Resolution 1572 of November
15, 2004, and subsequent resolutions, and has resulted in the massacre of
large numbers of civilians, widespread human rights abuses, significant po-
litical violence and unrest, and attacks against international peacekeeping
forces leading to fatalities. Because the situation in or in relation to Cote
d’Ivoire continues to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the United States, the national emer-
gency declared on February 7, 2006, and the measures adopted on that date
to deal with that emergency, must continue in effect beyond February 7,
2009.

Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 13396.

This notice shall be published in the Federal Register and transmitted to
the Congress.

BARACK OBAMA
THE WHITE HOUSE,
February 4, 2009.
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